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1. (Currently Amended) A coin separating unit comprising: 

a coin transporting unit including a flexible first rotatable belt for receiving coins 
of different size on a support surface of the first rotatable belt that translates the coins linearly for 
subsequent processing, the support surface having a predetermined flexibility and friction 
characteristic to engage the coins for linear translation and to enable coin movement transverse 
to a direction of movement where the coin transporting unit provides forward drive of the coins; 

a separating roller unit positioned above the support surface at a distance no 
greater than twice the thickness of the coins to be separated, the surface of the separating roller 
unit closest to the support surface moving in a direction opposite to the movement of the support 
surface; [[and]] v 

a supporter roller unit mounted on a pivotable lever is operatively located 
upstream of the separating roller unit, rotates freely around the rotating shaft, contacts the first 
rotatable belt, moves away from the first rotatable belt when the coin contacts the supporter 
roller unit, the separating roller unit and the supporter roller unit rotate about parallel axes 
extending above and across the rotatable belt, the supporter roller unit is only driven by contact 
with the rotatable belt or passing coin and, [[.]] 

a coplanar support member with railing and leading edges configured to reduce 
interference is mounted for relative movement adjacent and underneath the flexible rotable belt 
to limit the extend of transverse coin movement beneath the separating roller unit to enable only 
a single coin to pass beneath the separating roller. 
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The proposed Claim 1 amended, can be seen from the cross-sectional view of Figure 1 of 
the present application as follows. 



SEPARATING 
ROLLER UNIT 




93 62 1 ~~~ 

COPLANAR SUPPORT 
Excerpt of Fig. 1 of the present invention. MEMBER 



As can be seen, the separating unit 10, the support roller unit 70 and the flexible rotable 
belt include a pivoting coplanar support member 72 located between the upper and lower belt of 
the coin transporting unit 1 8. The support member 72 can be moved downward to a pre- 
determined distance to enable a single coin to be released below the separating roller unit. See 
Paragraphs 0050, 0051. 

The original Claim 1 was rejected over the Furikawa reference in view of the Stolz et al. 
reference. 
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Relevant portion of Fig. 4 from the Stoltz reference. 
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10. Relating Disk. Ceirrifugjl acceleration forces coins towards the 
Stripper Rdler when :he disk is spun (col. 3m lines 64 - cl 4, line 
0. 



Additionally, the Office Action rejected Claim 22 that depended on Claim 1 by further 
citing the DeVries et al. reference as follows. 
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The adjacent Figures depict the scraper system of Figure 12 installed on a conveyer system. 




Fig. 12 from the De Vries et al. reference. DeVries as installed on conveyer. 
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The following Figures show a hypothetical combination of the prior art references and 
the present invention. A comparison of the two Figures will reveal that the supporter unit 
including supporter roller members 68 and 70 and coplanar pivoting support member 72 of our 
invention have no equivalents in the cited prior art. 




Hypothetical combination of Furukawa, Stoltz, and DeVries et al. 
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